
Government-Linked Companies
(GLC) and Government-Linked
Investment Companies (GLIC).
The first tranche of devices was

set to be delivered from February,
however, there were delays in the
distribution process.
Last month, Education Minister

Datuk Dr Radzi Jidin said the distri-
bution is expected to be completed
by the end of September.
The nation was grimly reminded

of the urgent need for the devices
when a sobbing father spoke with
despair to Suria.fm about his ina-
bility to provide his children with
the necessary gadgets for PdPR.
He told the radio station that

being a low-income worker, it was
impossible for him to afford
gadgets for each of his five chil-
dren to prevent them from falling
behind in their studies, let alone be
able to guide them at home.
His family is but one of many that

do not have digital access to comple-
ment their children’s learning during
the prolonged school closure.
Last year, based on a survey the

Education Ministry conducted,
36.9% of 900,000 students said they
do not own gadgets.
While it is important to note that

PdPR does not only comprise
online learning (see infobox), it
must be acknowledged that virtual
lessons are an effective component
of effective learning.
Even if the Covid-19 pandemic

had not hit, it was only a matter of
time before this newmode of learn-
ing would have to be incorporated
into the education system if the
nation is to march forward in IR4.0.
While the Cerdik Fund initiative

is a good step forward in providing
holistic education to needy stu-
dents, Teach For Malaysia (TFM)
chief executive officer Chan Soon
Seng is urging more corporations
to come forward and do their part
by providing needy students with
devices to support their learning.
TFM is an independent organisa-

tion committed to ending educa-
tional inequity.
Calling on corporations to step in

and help, Chan said everyone has a
part to play in supporting education.
“Every little bit makes a differ-

ence – now more so than ever,” he
said, suggesting that corporations
purchase new devices, donate their
refurbished laptops, or support
laptop rental schemes to help the
B40.
While it is “frustrating” that

these 150,000 devices are taking

longer than expected to reach stu-
dents, Chan commended the gov-
ernment for its initiative and fore-
sight.
“We understand that there are

many logistical challenges, includ-
ing a global shortage of devices,
that makes it difficult to roll out
quickly at this scale.
“And devices cannot simply be

handed out to students without the
proper management and monitor-
ing mechanisms in place.
“Device rollout programmes in

the past, even in other countries,
have proven to be ineffective with-
out this,” he told StarEdu.
Chan, however, pointed out that

these 150,000 devices do not even
make up 10% of the number of stu-
dents without a device.
Therefore, it is crucial for vari-

ous parties to consider short-term
offline solutions, he said, alongside
a long-term plan for access to
devices and connectivity.
“In the short term, we also need

to invest in zero-tech distance
learning solutions, such as ensur-
ing that schools can operate as
learning resource distribution
hubs, and allowing schools and
education district offices to deliver
materials to students.
“As Cerdik is a pilot project,

hopefully the lessons from this
pilot will be used to implement a
long-term scheme to provide a
device for every child, alongside an
acceleration in developing the
infrastructure for connectivity.
“There also needs to be training,

support and policy provisions for
technology adoption, to ensure that
technology continues to be utilised
in schools once they reopen,” he
added.
He stressed that outdated poli-

cies such as the 2009 circular that
prohibits the use of mobile phones
in schools, need to be revised.
Wiki Impact co-founder Terence

Ooi said online schooling has mul-
tiple impacts on students, especial-
ly those in the B40 category, as
many of them have to share one
device with their multiple
school-going siblings.
Wiki Impact is a platform where

changemakers can find data and sto-
ries on social issues in the country.
Most of these devices, said Ooi,

belong to students’ parents who
may need it for their work.
“All these factors, stretched over

a prolonged period, can add to the

emotional stress faced by families
trying to survive while helping
their children keep up with school
and deal with the mental stress
caused by the pandemic.
“Therefore, the devices given to

students must be durable and of
quality.
“There is no point giving some-

thing that is cheap and fast but
can’t be used for a long period of
time.
“These devices will most likely

be shared among siblings during
the pandemic and beyond as
hybrid learning is here to stay,” he
said.
SOLS 24/7 Foundation, a humani-

tarian organisation that serves,
educates and empowers under-
served communities through edu-
cation and social empowerment
programmes, states that there are
some 5.2 million students in the
country’s national schools.
Its founder and chief executive

officer Raj Ridvan Singh said of
this number, at least 3.6 million
students require digital devices for
their education.
The numbers were derived from

a research the foundation carried
out, he said.
While he encourages telcos to

support and provide free or cheap

bandwidth to students to access
their learning apps, he acknowl-
edges that such initiatives are not
their responsibility to provide.
The 150,000 devices being hand-

ed out under the Cerdik Fund is a
drop in the ocean, he said.
“We need millions of devices to

bridge the digital divide and mas-
sive education gap brought on by
the pandemic.
“There is also the issue of band-

width and connectivity.
“We have good infrastructure

and 3G and 4G operators in
Malaysia, so 95% of the children
who need it should have access.
“For the rural and semi-rural

areas, we need to quickly deploy
very-small-aperture terminals and
other options.
“If there was a concerted effort

by the government and various
agencies, we could have solved this
digital issue within three to six
months,” he said, adding that the
government could collaborate with
non-governmental organisations,
or the private sector, to mobilise
the government’s delivery system
to ensure its efficiency.
Raj Ridvan estimates that an

allocation of RM2.64bil would be
needed if decent laptops and tab-
lets with Internet connectivity,
which cost approximately RM500
per unit, are bought for the 3.6 mil-
lion students.
“Why can’t we allocate

RM2.64bil for education devices?
“The government spends around

RM64bil a year on education, so
the amount suggested is very low
in comparison.
“Tablets can be preloaded with

content where we can show stu-
dents the millions of online
resources which are free, while we
speed up the training of our
national school teachers on how to
teach remotely or online.
“The reality is, the solutions are

there, but the willpower and push
for it is not,” he added.
Agreeing with Ooi is United

Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef)
Malaysia education specialist
Azlina Kamal, who said the pan-
demic has had a “colossal impact”
on the education and learning of
children.

She stressed that the gap
between children who have access
to technology and learning tools
and those who do not has never
been more glaring.
“The massive scale of school clo-

sures caused by Covid-19 has laid
bare the uneven distribution of the
technology needed to facilitate
remote learning. Digital inequality
is deepening as digital inclusion
increases in importance.
“This widening gap and potential

loss of learning between those who
have access to devices and connec-
tivity and those who do not is abso-
lutely critical – especially when we
know that at least 36% of urban
and 35% rural children are without
any type of gadgets,” she added.
Digital exclusion, she said, is

holding children back from learn-
ing and developing their full poten-
tial and enjoying the highest stand-
ard of well-being.
She stressed that commitment to

the levelling up of education
through quality digital inclusion is
essential.
“If we are serious about every

child – regardless of their back-
ground and socio-economic status
– developing to their full potential
and having equal opportunities to
succeed in life, then we must make
sure they are digitally included,
and with quality gadgets.”
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UNDER the National Recovery Plan
(NRP), schools are only expected to
reopen between September and
October.
And with Covid-19 cases still at an

all time high, nothing is for certain.
Worried that home-based

teaching and learning (PdPR)
would drag on, students and par-

ents are calling on the govern-
ment to deliver on its promise –
150,000 free laptops, tablets, and
data connectivity.
Tabled in Budget 2021, the pilot

project known as the Cerdik
Fund, is aimed at providing for
low-income (B40) students in 500
schools.
The fund, which began with a

slow rollout, involves contribu-
tions worth RM150mil from 13

An SOS for digital devices
NGOs are calling on corporations to help students
with PdPR as the pandemic rages on
By SANDHYA MENON
sandhyamenon@thestar.com.my

Chan: Every bit makes a differ-
ence, now more so than ever, as
everyone has a part to play in sup-
porting education.

Raj Ridvan: We need millions dis-
tributed to truly address the digital
divide and the massive gap in edu-
cation.

Ooi: The devices given to students
must be durable and of a certain
quality.

Future of education: While it is crucial to note that PdPR does not only encompass online learning, it is also wise to understand that we can’t run away
from it. The Covid-19 pandemic has accelerated the need to embrace this new mode of learning in our education system. — File photo

• Have been
distributed to
students in 446
schools in 129
district education
offices

56,718
Devices

• Are in the
process of
distribution to
students

12,909
Devices

80,373
Devices

• Are expected to
be completed by
the end of September
2021

Total

150,000
devices

Devices
distribution status
as of July 1, 2021

graphicsSource: cerdik.org/ms/deployment-tracker

TEACHING and learning is a
two-way interaction and

sadly, during the movement con-
trol and lockdown periods, I
could only meet my students
occassionally to pass them
learning materials so many
teachers like me resorted to
online platforms. It’s the only
feasible method of education
where a two-way interaction can
happen without the need for
physical contact. Some teachers
have no choice but to visit their
students at their homes to hand
out modules or to conduct class-
es somewhere in the kampung
with a small number of students
but for me, this defeats the pur-
pose of the lockdown. I applaud
the teachers for their sacrifices
and for their good intention but
we have to bear in mind the
severity of the pandemic. I am
not fond of handing out print
materials to students where they
are expected to do their home-
work on their own without guid-
ance from teachers and without
giving them the space to
respond, request for feedback
and ask questions. That’s not
teaching, that’s just giving stu-
dents tons of homework to do
and no one likes that — I certain-
ly don’t as an educator. Even if
students don’t have laptops and
tablets, teachers can still con-
duct lessons through messaging
apps (but a smartphone is
still necessary).

A secondary school teacher from
Sabah who only wanted to be
known as John

HOME-based teaching and
learning (PdPR) had many

shortcomings such as the dearth

of expertise and guidelines on
how to go about it for teachers.
But PdPR has improved since
last year as teachers gained
more experience. Students can
still learn without owning
gadgets as teachers would pre-
pare modules and send them to
their students’ homes, while
some would leave the materials
at the schools’ guard house for
parents to pick them up.
However, I do believe that if stu-
dents are provided with digital
gadgets, the PdPR process will
be more effective and meaning-
ful. There are three main reasons
why I think it’s imperative that
they have access to devices and
the Internet:

> Students can re-play videos
of the lessons whenever they
want, which allows them to
revise whenever they want as
well. There are many students
who can’t follow their PdPR les-
sons according to the timetable
set due to various constraints
and problems, such as having to
take turns to use the devices
with their siblings.

> It allows PdPR to be more
interactive and interesting.
Teachers are racing to find knowl-
edge in order to attract their stu-
dents’ attention during lessons.
District and state education offic-
es too have organised webinars
and courses to equip teachers
with interesting methods and
techniques to use during PdPR.

> It will attract students’ atten-
tion and interest to actively fol-
low their PdPR classes. This gen-
eration of students are more like-
ly to use technological and digi-
tal equipment. ‘Learning while
playing’ will definitely make stu-
dents look forward to following
their classes with enthusi-
asm and joy.

SMK Kuala Krau, Pahang special
needs education teacher
Mohammad Hazeem Azemi

Learning more
effective with Internet

NATIONS with low broadband
connectivity have the potential to
realise an increase in gross domes-
tic product (GDP) by up to 20% by
connecting schools to the Internet.
And, a well-educated work-

force is more likely to be innova-
tive and foster ground-breaking
ideas, leading to economic devel-
opment and job creation, an
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)
report found.
The “Connecting Learners:

Narrowing the Educational
Divide” report revealed that for
every 10% increase in school con-
nectivity in a country, GDP per
capita could increase by 1.1%.
In the context of the West

African country of Niger, the
report sponsored by Ericsson,
found that improvements in
school connectivity to Finnish lev-
els could increase GDP per capita
by almost 20% by 2025.
The report focuses on four key

actions:
> Collaboration: A holistic, pub-

lic/private partnership strategy is
needed to coordinate efforts with
stakeholders to overcome barriers

to school connectivity.
> Accessibility and affordability:

Building infrastructure to enable
access to the internet is a starting
point. Quality of connection and
cost are important factors as well.
> Embedding Internet and digi-

tal tools into education: Once
access to school connectivity is
achieved, it must be embedded
into the curriculum.
Teachers must be trained to

integrate technology into every-
day learning.
> Protecting children online:

School connectivity provides
opportunities for children.
Additional steps must be taken to
ensure healthy and protected
online learning environments.
Internet usage must be properly
managed to ensure safe and
secure use.
The report also recommends

that public, private and NGO sec-
tor leaders around the world
make a dramatic impact towards
bridging the digital divide by join-
ing forces to make internet con-
nectivity a global reality for school
children of all ages.

These individual-level benefits
for children have a snowball
effect leading to higher incomes,
better health, and improved
overall wellbeing.
The report, said Ericsson vice

president (sustainability and cor-
porate responsibility) Heather
Johnson, has reinforced the com-
pany’s belief that the ambitious
goal of Giga – a school connectiv-
ity initiative founded by Unicef
and the International
Telecommunication Union - to
connect all schools and their sur-
rounding communities by 2030,
is achievable.
“Partnership between business

leaders, public sector leaders and
NGOs can take effective action to
address this issue and signifi-
cantly impact lives.
“We encourage stakeholders to

read the report and more impor-
tantly join the Giga initiative to
help realise this important goal,”
she said in a press release on
June 15.

For details on Giga, visit gigacon-
nect.org.

Connecting schools can boost GDP

What is the Cerdik Fund?

What is PdPR?

150,000 students from lower-income families in
500 schools will receive digital access in the form of:
> Laptops
> Tablets and data connectivity
A means of helping these students adapt to online
lessons, e-learning and outside-classroom
teaching.
Involves contributions worthRM150mil from 13
> Government-Linked Companies (GLC), and
> Government-Linked Investment Companies (GLIC)
Students and school selection are determined by the Education
Ministry.

Home-based teaching and learning (PdPR) was introduced in
March last year when schools were ordered to close due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
It involves teaching and learning methods beyond online
learning platforms. Teachers are given the flexibility to deliver
lessons based on their students’ and their own suitability.
The MoE’s educational TV platform such as DidikTV is a form
of PdPR.
The ministry produced the “Teaching and Learning at Home
Manual Version 2” (PdPR 2.0) and “Teaching and Learning at
Home Timetable Implementation Guide” in February to
strengthen PdPR.
The PdPR 2.0 gives teachers and students the option of
conducting teaching and learning either online, offline or on
the ministry’s Digital Educational Learning Initiative Malaysia
(DELIMa) platform.
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